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Module code AH-4315 

Module Title Contemporary China Since 1979 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (History and International Studies) 

Type of Module Major Option 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 8 hours/week 

Contact hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite None 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
This module provides the student with a general survey of policies pursued by the two national governments 
of the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of China, as well as developments in the crown colony 
Hong Kong from the late 1970s to the 2010s. 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 

Lower order: 10% - Identify the consequences of major policy decisions on the people and the state 
in the Chinese-speaking world. 

- Interpret social, economic and educational transformations in Taiwan and the 
People’s Republic of China. 

Middle order:  10% - Analyse social and economic issues underlying reforms in the respective 
countries under consideration. 

- Critically evaluate changing attitudes of Western countries towards both Taiwan 
and the People’s Republic of China. 

Higher order: 80% - Appraise the influence and pressure of internal factors on modern Chinese 
societies resulting in new economic structures and a rapidly growing 
participation in global affairs. 

Module Contents 
-     Mainland China under Deng Xiaoping: Economic changes 
-      Mainland China under Deng Xiaoping: Foreign policy 
-      Decolonising Hong Kong: Bilateral negotiations between GB and China since 1982 
-      Taiwan: Change of the old guard since the early 1980s 
-      Taiwan: Becoming an (economic) Asian Tiger 
-      Hong Kong: 1997 Hong Kong basic law and the special administrative region 
-      Comparisons: Hong Kong and Macau, politics and economics 
-      Mainland China and its economy since the late 1990s 
 

Assessment Formative assessment Weekly assessment and feedback 

Summative assessment Coursework:  100%         
1 Individual written assignment (40%) 
1 Tutorial presentation (30%) 
1 Bibliographical essay (30%) 

 


